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Dear Friend, 

This week we are going to be praying for the Saharawi people of Western Sahara.  The 
Saharawi are a relatively unknown people group from Western Sahara, which is an occupied 
territory, and the subject of an ongoing dispute.  

Decades of conflict and continued disputes have caused much suffering, especially for the 
approximately 90,000 Saharawi refugees who have for 41 years lived in refugee camps in 
the Sahara Desert, longing to one day return home.  

May God bless you as you pray and intercede this week. 

For His glory in the nations, 

Charlie 

Head of Prayer Mobilisation 
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Monday 22nd August 

Who are the Saharawi? 

A vast and desolate landscape of shifting 
sand dunes, rocky plateaus, and 
spectacular valleys, the Sahara desert is 
truly awe-inspiring. To many, this desert is 
inhospitable and bleak, but to the people 
of Western Sahara, it is home.  Yet, for the 
Saharawi people, this home is occupied, 
represented by a 1,700 mile (2,700 km) 
earthen wall. Heavily land mined and 
barricaded, this wall reminds the world – 
and the Saharawi – that the nation of 
Western Sahara remains a disputed 
territory. 

Western Sahara has been occupied 
throughout its history. Once under 
Spanish rule, the land was later divided 
between Morocco and Mauritania. When 
Mauritania removed its claim, Morocco 
advanced.  The Polisario Front (comprised 
of Saharawi people) contested Morocco's 
occupation, which led to decades of 
guerrilla warfare, ending with a 1991 
cease-fire. The promised referendum, in 
which Western Sahara would be given a 
choice between independence and 
integration into Morocco, has yet to be 
offered. The earthen wall, erected by the 
Moroccan government, outlines the land 
that Morocco successfully occupied. The 
Polisario, and the Saharawi people, 
continue their call for independence and 
the ability to return to their homeland.  

Decades of conflict and continued 
disputes have caused much suffering, 
particularly for the approximately 90,000 
Saharawi refugees who have found 
shelter in Algerian refugee camps since 
the 1980s. 

Considered almost entirely Muslim, most 
of the Saharawi people have little to no 
possibility of hearing the Gospel, though 
there are a handful of isolated believers. 
The plight of the refugees has opened 

doors for humanitarian and Christian aid, 
providing opportunities to spread the love 
of Christ. The JESUS film has also been 
made available, and the Hassaniya New 
Testament is nearly complete. 

Watch this video: 

https://www.prayercast.com/western-

sahara.html 

• Pray for miraculous resolution of the 
decades-long conflict with Morocco. 

• Pray for the power of the Gospel to be 
made known among the 100,000 
Saharawi refugees in Algeria. 

• Pray for unity among the few isolated 
believers. 

 Information copied from: 
https://www.prayercast.com/western-
sahara.html 
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Tuesday 23rd August 

One deliciously sweet yet nutritious snack 
you surely won’t miss out on in the 
Saharawi camps is a handful of dates, 
often dipped in a homemade sort of goat 
butter. While there are many choices of 
treat for the ever-hospitable Saharawi 
people to honour their guest with, dates 
(Arabic: atmar) are a favourite because of 
their deep meaning to Saharawis and in 
the Arab world generally. 

In Islam, the majority religion of the region, 
dates and the date palms on which they 
grow are very symbolic. They represent 
abundance, power and faith, among other 
virtues. This meaning is not exclusive to 
Islam, as even in Judaism and 
Christianity, dates and date palms show 
up in the scriptures as having special 
significance. 

In addition to dates being a common treat 
offered to guests in Saharawi homes, like 
other offerings of hospitality such as 
several rounds of tea, lotion and perfume, 
they play a crucial role in the Saharawi 
observance of their Islamic faith. During 
the month of Ramadan, when they join 
with all Muslims worldwide to fast from 
dawn to dusk, the daily fast is always 
broken first with a date. When celebrating 
weddings or the birth of children, dates are 
always available and each person should 
be sure to partake in this gracious gift of 
the hosts to their whole community. 

At first thought, we may not think of words 
like ‘abundance’ or ‘power’ when 
considering people who have been 
refugees in the inhospitable desert for 
decades. But as the date palm can thrive 
in the harshest of environments, and still 
symbolize these characteristics, so do the 
Saharawi people.  

 

While their material resources are few, 
their generosity is abundant. Their love 
and dedication to all those they encounter 
is abundant. Their hope for a peaceful and 
just solution to their situation is powerful. 
And their faith is demonstrated through it 
all. 

 

 
 
 

• Pray that the Saharawi people 
would find hope in Jesus and 
His offer of eternal life. 
 

• Pray that the naturally 
hospitable Saharawi would open 
their hearts and homes to 
followers of Jesus who bring 
them good news. 
 

• Pray that the Saharawi would 
find abundant life in the 
Kingdom of God. 
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Wednesday 24rd August 

“Even if you are on your way out of the 
house and have somewhere to go – if you 
see someone coming over for a visit, you 
welcome them. You make them tea. You 
bring them food. You make sure they are 
taken care of.” 

Nothing comes before honouring and 
respecting people in Saharawi culture. 
When a kind man in his 50s told me about 
this expectation of hospitality above all 
else, my Western mind really struggled to 
make sense of it. What if someone were 
on their way to something important, like a 
doctor’s appointment, or their job? Yet 
even that question revealed the deeper 
values at play, and the difference in 
priorities between my culture and his. In 
Saharawi culture, the guest would come 
before even the doctor’s appointment or 
job in terms of ‘importance.’ 

This is just one of many examples of the 
difference between a communal culture 
and an individualistic culture. The 
individualistic culture would leave much 
allowance and understanding if someone 
had to make sacrifices on relational 
grounds for the sake of their individual 
pursuits. The value we place on 
punctuality in our jobs, keeping tabs on 
our health and well-being, and working 
toward our goals can make it hard to really 
invest in our community and be available 
for the people in our lives. In communal 
cultures, people are interdependent and 
the expectation is often that relationships 
and helping one another would take 
precedence over other sorts of 
responsibilities. 

• Pray that those bringing the

message of Jesus would be

welcomed into this community.

• Pray that this communal culture

would lead to whole families and

networks accepting Jesus as

saviour.

• Pray for key influencers within this

community to encounter Jesus and

pave the way for others to discover

him.
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Thursday 25th August 

Pray for Peace for the Saharawi 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; May 

they be secure who love you! Psalm 

122:6 

 Praise God for the peace that He offers 

us. Take a moment to reflect on, rest in 

and receive His peace. 

Listen to this song ‘There is one gospel’ by 
City Alight: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nm
BcTrDu4O4 

First of all, then, I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all 

people, for kings and all who are in 

high positions, that we may lead a 

peaceful and quiet life, godly 

and dignified in every way. This is 

good, and it is pleasing in the sight 

of God our Saviour, who desires all 

people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

• Pray for peace in the Western

Sahara, in the Saharawi camps

and on the frontlines.

• Pray that the leaders would

continue to be men and women

of peace, and seek peace for

the good of the people. Pray

that the Saharawi and

Moroccans would be drawn to

peaceful resolution.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

to you. Not as the world gives do I give 

to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 

neither let them be afraid.  John 14:27 

• Pray that the Saharawi would
experience peace not only in
their nation but also deeply in
their hearts. Pray for the peace
that results when men and
women are reconciled with
God

Whatever house you enter, first 

say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a 

son of peace is there, your peace will 

rest upon him.  Luke 10:6 

• Pray for men and women of peace
who are open to hearing the
message of the Kingdom and also
willing to share it with others.

• Pray for those working among the
Saharawi to be led to these
people.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmBcTrDu4O4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmBcTrDu4O4
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Friday 26th August 

A worker from another part of the 
Sahara writes the following:  

I did not go to the semi-nomadic Arabs of 
the Sahara because I loved them. I was 
not drawn to their culture. I certainly didn’t 
like their food. There wasn’t much of 
anything that I found beautiful in their land. 
The idea of transplanting myself into an 
impoverished city on the edge of the 
desert held little appeal for me. 

So, why did I go? What kept me there for 
almost six years? 

I went because God is worthy of the 
passionate worship of all peoples and 
nations. “Let the peoples praise you, O 
God; let all the peoples praise you (Psalm 
67:3)!” 

God’s heart for the nations is compelling. 
With an infinite capacity for mercy and 
love, His heart beats for those tribes and 
peoples who have yet to worship Him in all 
His goodness and glory. 

Pastor John Piper said it best in Let the 
Nations Be Glad!: The Supremacy of God 
in Missions: 

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the 
Church. Worship is. Missions exist 
because worship does not. Worship is 

ultimate, not missions, because God is 
ultimate, not man. When this age is over, 
and the countless millions of the 
redeemed fall on their faces before the 
throne of God, missions will be no more. It 
is a temporary necessity. However, 
worship abides forever.” 

The task of the Christian mission is to 
point lost people to God so that all would 
know Him and enjoy Him in worship. 

When God first called me to the nations, I 
had my ideas about where and to whom I 
would go. The region of the world that I 
had my eyes set on had plenty of thriving 
churches. This was a people group 
already reached by the Gospel; they no 
longer needed cross-cultural workers to 
come to them. Moreover, they were 
sending out their missionaries to make 
disciples among the unreached, to lands 
where the Gospel was not yet being 
preached. 

God turned my attention to the Muslim 
world, where there is only one worker for 
every 100,000 Muslims. There are 1,108 
Muslim people groups that still have no 
one reaching them with the Gospel. While 
94% of mission work focuses on already 
reached peoples, most Muslims will never 
have a chance to meet a follower of 
Jesus. These are troubling statistics. If we 
take the Great Commission seriously, we 
should consider those who have the least 
chance to hear about Jesus. 

In the Kingdom of God, Muslims remain 
critically underrepresented. These 
underserved people, whom the Father 
loves passionately, merit our preferential 
attention as we seek to obey Jesus’ 
command to make disciples of all nations. 
As I examined the facts, the problem 
stared me in the face: “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few (Luke 
10:2).” God had my attention. “Will you go 
to the harvest, to the Muslim world?” He 
asked me. Eventually, it was an easy 

http://gnms.net/progress
http://gnms.net/progress
https://www.frontiersusa.org/jesus-for-muslims
https://www.frontiersusa.org/jesus-for-muslims
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/february4/26.26.html?start=1
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/february4/26.26.html?start=1
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/february4/26.26.html?start=1
http://projectmalcolm.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Body_edit.jpg
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decision to settle myself among the people 
I could not love out of my own strength. In 
the end, it did not matter how I felt about 
the people or the place. What mattered is 
that God desires the Arabs of the Sahara 
to flood into His kingdom. 

In my years living with and working 
alongside these desert dwellers, God’s 
heart rubbed off on me. He increased my 
capacity to love my friends and 
neighbours and, in the process, I 
discovered that Muslim peoples have a 
vast wealth to offer the church, the bride of 
Christ. 

The Apostle Paul knew this when he said, 
“For though I am free from all, I have 
made myself a servant to all that I might 
win more of them…I have become all 
things to all people that by all means I 
might save some (1 Cor. 9:19, 22b).” 

 Paul willingly took on other peoples’ 
preferences and practices by laying down 
his own for the sake of the Gospel. With 
this attitude of submission, my teammates 
and I did all that was realistically possible 
in order to win Muslims to Christ. We 
learned their language, studied their 
proverbs, and told their jokes. We dressed 
as they did and furnished our homes like 
theirs (which, incidentally, meant no 
furniture). Moreover, we kept our doors 
open whenever we were home, to 
communicate our eagerness to welcome 
neighbours and friends into our houses. 

The bride of Christ grows in beauty as she 
welcomes all peoples and their redeemed 
cultures. My Saharan hosts demonstrated 
hospitality, community-centeredness, and 
material simplicity. Familiarity with their 
culture also offered invaluable insights into 
my understanding of Scripture. The Bible 
came to life in new ways as I viewed it 
through the unique lens of my hosts’ 
nomadic and pastoral lifestyles. 

However, there’s another gift that Muslim 
peoples will bring into the Kingdom, and 
that is worship of the King. 

When the great multitude of redeemed 
peoples gather before the throne of God, 
the air will be filled with new songs of 
praise. As David said, “He put a new song 
in my mouth, a song of praise to our God 
(Psalm 40:3).” 

I have heard the traditional songs of the 
Saharan Arabs; I did not find it a pleasant 
experience. A teammate suggested that 
their songs resembled the sound of 
wailing felines. 

No matter our reaction to the traditional 
music of different cultures, the new song 
of praise being written for this people to 
sing is worthy of eternity. It is an offering 
that will bless the Lord like no other song 
can. The choir that assembles before His 
throne is not complete until this Saharan 
tribe is represented in the Kingdom of 
God, until they come bearing their new 
song. 

And it will not be complete without the 
Saharawi people. 

• Pray for more workers to go to
the Saharawi people.

• Pray for favour from the
government and visas for those
who want to go and work
amongst the Saharawi people
and stay there long term.

• Pray that there would be many
Saharawi people praising around
he throne in eternity.
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Saturday 27th August 

Boldness and confidence in God 

Listen to this song by Phil Wickham hymn 
of heaven 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqx 
tFUwM3-o 

It would be very easy for those living and 
working amongst the Saharawi to give in 
to fear and for those who come to faith in 
Jesus likewise to be afraid of persecution. 
We will pray today based on the verse 
below that they would live with power, love 
and self control. 

“For this reason I remind you to fan 
into flame the gift of God, which is in 
you through the laying on of my 
hands, for God gave us a spirit not of 
fear but of power and love and self-
control. Therefore do not be ashamed 
of the testimony about our Lord, nor 
of me his prisoner, but share in 
suffering for the gospel by the power of 
God” 

 1 Timothy 1:6-8 

* Praise God for His gift of faith, power,
love and self-control. Think of an area of
your life where God may be asking you to
receive these gifts. Praise Him for His
generosity in giving us what we need,
when we need it, to do the things He's
called us to.

* Pray those working amongst the
Saharawi that they would not give in to
any fear and that God would fill them with
great faith to move forward and remain
hopeful, even in the midst of the
unknown.

* Pray for any current Saharawi believers;
that they would not be fearful of any
persecution because of their faith. Pray

God would give them great wisdom and 
love as they live out their love of Christ in 
front of their families.  

* Pray now for those who will come to
faith; that God would instil in them a
confidence in His love and goodness that
would help them banish all fear.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqxtFUwM3-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqxtFUwM3-o

